
ORDINANCE NO. 949

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG
HARBOR, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO LAND USE AND ZONING,
DELETING THE REFERENCE TO SIGNS IN THE GENERAL
NONCONFORMING USE CHAPTER OF THE ZONING CODE TO
ELIMINATE CONFUSION AND ENSURE THAT THE REGULATIONS
RELATING TO NON-CONFORMING SIGNS IN THE SIGN CHAPTER OF
THE ZONING CODE WILL BE APPLIED TO NONCONFORMING
SIGNS, AMENDING GIG HARBOR MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION
17.68.070.  

W H E R E A S ,   t h e   C i t y   a d o p t e d   c h a p t e r   1 7 . 6 8 ,   “ N o n c o n f o r m i t i e s , ”   o f   t h e   G i g   H a r b o r   

M u n i c i p a l   C o d e   i n   1 9 9 0 ,   a n d   a m e n d e d   i t   l a s t   i n   1 9 9 6 ;   a n d   

W H E R E A S ,   G H M C   S e c t i o n   1 7 . 6 8 . 0 7 0   i n c l u d e s   a   r e f e r e n c e   t o   n o n - c o n f o r m i n g   s i g n s ;   

a n d 

W H E R E A S ,   t h e   C i t y   a m e n d e d   c h a p t e r   1 7 . 8 0   G H M C   “ S i g n s , ”   i n   1 9 9 8 ;   a n d 

W H E R E A S ,   a t   t h e   t i m e   t h e   C i t y   a m e n d e d   c h a p t e r   1 7 . 8 0 ,   a   s e c t i o n   s p e c i f i c a l l y   

a d d r e s s i n g   n o n c o n f o r m i n g   s i g n s   w a s   a d d e d   ( G H M C   S e c t i o n   1 6 . 8 0 . 1 3 0 ) ;   a n d   

W H E R E A S ,   G H M C   S e c t i o n   1 7 . 6 8 . 0 7 0   s t a t e s   t h a t   “ a n y   c h a n g e   t h a t   d e c r e a s e s   t h e   

n o n c o n f o r m i t y   t o   t h e   r e q u i r e m e n t s   o f   t h i s   t i t l e   s h a l l   b e   p e r m i t t e d , ”   ( m e a n i n g   T i t l e   1 7 ) ;   a n d   

W H E R E A S ,   G H M C   S e c t i o n   1 7 . 8 0 . 1 3 0   i s   a l s o   i n   T i t l e   1 7 ,   a n d   G H M C   S e c t i o n   

1 7 . 8 0 . 1 3 0   d o e s   n o t   a u t o m a t i c a l l y   a l l o w   a   n o n c o n f o r m i n g   s i g n   t o   b e   c h a n g e d ,   a s   l o n g   a s   t h e   

c h a n g e   “ d e c r e a s e s   t h e   n o n c o n f o r m i t y   t o   t h e   r e q u i r e m e n t s   o f   t h i s   t i t l e ; ”   a n d 

W H E R E A S ,   i t   a p p e a r s   t h a t   G H M C   S e c t i o n   1 7 . 6 8 . 0 7 0   s h o u l d   h a v e   b e e n   a m e n d e d   t o   

d e l e t e   a l l   r e f e r e n c e s   t o   s i g n s   w h e n   t h e   C i t y   s u b s e q u e n t l y   a d o p t e d   a   s p e c i f i c   c h a p t e r   o n   t h e   

s u b j e c t   o f   s i g n s   a n d   a   s p e c i f i c   p r o v i s i o n   o n   t h e   s u b j e c t   o f   n o n c o n f o r m i n g   s i g n s   ( G H M C   

S e c t i o n   1 7 . 8 0 . 1 3 0 ) ;   a n d   

W H E R E A S ,   t h e   C i t y   C o u n c i l   d e s i r e s   t o   e l i m i n a t e   t h e   r e f e r e n c e   t o   s i g n s   i n   t h e   g e n e r a l   

c h a p t e r   o f   t h e   Z o n i n g   C o d e   d e a l i n g   w i t h   n o n c o n f o r m i t i e s   t o   e l i m i n a t e   a n y   c o n f u s i o n   a n d   t o   

e n s u r e   t h a t   G H M C   S e c t i o n   1 7 . 8 0 . 1 3 0   a p p l i e s   t o   n o n c o n f o r m i n g   s i g n s ;   



W H E R E A S ,   t h e   C i t y   S E P A   R e s p o n s i b l e   O f f i c i a l   d e t e r m i n e d   t h a t   t h i s   o r d i n a n c e   w a s   

c a t e g o r i c a l l y   e x e m p t   f r o m   S E P A   u n d e r   W A C   1 9 7 - 1 1 - 8 0 0 ( 2 0 ) ;   a n d   

W H E R E A S ,   t h e   P l a n n i n g   C o m m i s s i o n   h e l d   a   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   o n   t h i s   o r d i n a n c e   o n   

N o v e m b e r   6 ,   2 0 0 3 ,   a n d   m a d e   a   r e c o m m e n d a t i o n   o f   a p p r o v a l   t o   t h e   C i t y   C o u n c i l ;   a n d   

W H E R E A S ,   o n   O c t o b e r   1 4 ,   2 0 0 3   a   c o p y   o f   t h i s   O r d i n a n c e   w a s   s e n t   t o   t h e   O f f i c e   o f   

T r a d e   a n d   C o m m u n i t y   D e v e l o p m e n t ;   a n d   

W H E R E A S ,   t h e   C i t y   C o u n c i l   c o n s i d e r e d   t h i s   O r d i n a n c e   d u r i n g   i t s   r e g u l a r   C i t y   C o u n c i l   

m e e t i n g   o f   N o v e m b e r   2 4 ,   2 0 0 3 ;   N o w ,   T h e r e f o r e , 

T H E   C I T Y   C O U N C I L   O F   T H E   C I T Y   O F   G I G   H A R B O R ,   W A S H I N G T O N ,   O R D A I N S   A S   
F O L L O W S : 

Section   1. Section 17.68.070 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby

amended to read as follows:    

17.68.070 Nonconforming parking, loading, signs and other
characteristics of use.

If the characteristics of a use such as signs, off-street parking, off-
street loading, lighting or other matters required by this title in relation to
specific uses of land, structures or premises, with  the  exception  of  signs,
are not in accordance with the requirements of this title, no change the
increases the nonconformity with such requirements shall be made in
such characteristics of use. Any change that decreases the nonconformity
to the requirements of this title shall be permitted. Nonconforming  signs
are regulated under GHMC Section 17.80.130.

S e c t i o n   2 .     S e v e r a b i l i t y .     I f   a n y   s e c t i o n ,   s e n t e n c e ,   c l a u s e   o r   p h r a s e   o f   t h i s   O r d i n a n c e   i s 

h e l d   t o   b e   i n v a l i d   o r   u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l   b y   a   c o u r t   o f   c o m p e t e n t   j u r i s d i c t i o n ,   s u c h   i n v a l i d i t y   o r   

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y   s h a l l   n o t   a f f e c t   t h e   v a l i d i t y   o r   c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y   o f   a n y   o t h e r   s e c t i o n ,   c l a u s e   o r 

p h r a s e   o f   t h i s   O r d i n a n c e .   

S e c t i o n   3 .     E f f e c t i v e   D a t e .     T h i s   O r d i n a n c e   s h a l l   t a k e   e f f e c t   a n d   b e   i n   f u l l   f o r c e   f i v e   ( 5 )   

d a y s   a f t e r   p a s s a g e   a n d   p u b l i c a t i o n   o f   a n   a p p r o v e d   s u m m a r y   c o n s i s t i n g   o f   t h e   t i t l e .   



P A S S E D   b y   t h e   C i t y   C o u n c i l   a n d   a p p r o v e d   b y   t h e   M a y o r   o f   t h e   C i t y   o f   G i g 

H a r b o r   t h i s   1 2 t h   d a y   o f   J a n u a r y ,   2 0 0 4 . 

C I T Y   O F   G I G   H A R B O R 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
G R E T C H E N   W I L B E R T ,   M A Y O R 

A T T E S T / A U T H E N T I C A T E D : 

B y :   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
M O L L Y   T O W S L E E ,   C i t y   C l e r k 

A P P R O V E D   A S   T O   F O R M : 
O F F I C E   O F   T H E   C I T Y   A T T O R N E Y 

B y :   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
C A R O L   A .   M O R R I S 

F I L E D   W I T H   T H E   C I T Y   C L E R K :   1 1 / 2 1 / 0 3 
P A S S E D   B Y   T H E   C I T Y   C O U N C I L :   1 / 1 2 / 0 4 
P U B L I S H E D :   1 / 2 1 / 0 4 
E F F E C T I V E   D A T E :   1 / 2 6 / 0 4 
O R D I N A N C E   N O :   9 4 9 




