ORDINANCE 1488

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR,
WASHINGTON, RELATING TO FIREWORKS SALE AND
DISCHARGE REGULATIONS; AMENDING CHAPTER 8.20
OF THE GIG HARBOR MUNICIPAL CODE, FIREWORKS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AND ESTABLISHING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the state fireworks regulations are codified at Chapter 70.77 of the
Revised Code of Washington (RCW); and

WHEREAS, RCW 70.77.395 provides that consumer fireworks may be sold and
purchased from 12:00 noon to 11:00 p.m. on June 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on
June 29 through July 4, from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on July 5, and from 12:00 noon to
11:00 p.m. on December 27 through December 31; and

WHEREAS, RCW 70.77.395 provides that consumer fireworks may be
discharged from 12:00 noon to 11:00 p.m. on June 28, from 9:00 a.m. through 11:00
p.m. on June 29 through July 3, from 9:00 a.m. through 12:00 midnight on July 4, from
9:00 a.m. through 11:00 p.m. on July 5, and from 6:00 p.m. on December 31 through
1:00 a.m. on January 1 of the subsequent year; and

WHEREAS, RCW 70.77.250(4) provides that the Chief of the Washington State
Patrol, through the director of fire protection, shall adopt rules to ensure statewide
minimum standards for the enforcement of the state fireworks laws, that counties and
cities shall comply with these state rules, and that any ordinances adopted by a city
that are more restrictive than state law shall have an effective date no sooner than one
year after their adoption; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 8.20 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code (GHMC) sets forth
the regulations related to the allowable sale and discharge of fireworks in the city limits
of Gig Harbor; and

WHEREAS, the sound of the indiscriminate discharge of consumer fireworks can
unsettle many persons and can harm the health and welfare of others including military
veterans, as well as service animals, and pets; and

WHEREAS, Gig Harbor is experiencing unprecedented, record-breaking
heatwaves that are creating extreme fire-risk conditions and that similar conditions are
likely to reoccur in the future; and

WHEREAS, the Gig Harbor City Council, recognizing that discharging consumer
fireworks can harm the health and welfare of persons including military veterans, as well
as service animals, and pets, deems it prudent and appropriate to prohibit the sale and
discharge of consumer fireworks; and
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WHEREAS, the Gig Harbor City Council, recognizing the significant threat to life
and property posed by fire risk during periods of extreme weather, deems it prudent and
appropriate to ban the sale and discharge of consumer fireworks within the city limits of
Gig Harbor;

NOW THERFORE, The City Council of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington, do
ordain as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 8.20 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is amended as
follows:
Chapter 8.20 FIREWORKS
Sections:
8.20.010 Intent.
8.20.020 Applicability.
8.20.030 Compliance with-licensing provisions:

8.20.120 040 Time limit — Use of fireworks.
8.20.130 050 Unlawful acts.

8.20.140 060 Enforcement.

8.20.460 070 Violation — Penalty.

8.20.010 Intent.

This chapter is intended to implement Chapter 228, Laws of 1961 of the
state of Washington, and shall be construed in connection with said law
and any and all rules or regulations issued pursuant thereto.

8.20.020 Applicability.

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the sale of all safe and sane
fireworks, as defined by Chapter 228, Laws of 1961 of the state of
Washington, except as to the sales of “toy caps” and “sparklers.”

8.20.030 Compliance with-licensingprovisions.
It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to engage in the retail sale
of or to sell any fireworks within the city limits of Gig Harbor—withoutfirst
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8.20.120 040 Time limit — Use of fireworks.
No person shall use or dlscharge any flreworks W|th|n the corporate limits
of Gig Harbor exe ) Al -

4th; provided, that thls prohlbltlon shaII not apply to duly authonzed publlc
displays where the same are authorized pursuant to the laws of the state

of Washington.

8.20.130 050 Unlawful acts.
It is unlawful for any person to sell, possess, use or explode any

dangerous fireworks within the city limits of Gig Harbor. Any-item-of

8.20.440 060 Enforcement.
The chief of police or his duly authorized representative is designated as

the enforcmg oﬁ" cer of thls chapter #Faddmgq—te-aluhegfeunds—fer

8.20.450 070 Violation — Penalty.
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Violation of any portion of this chapter is an infraction and subject to a
penalty of $1,000 as provided in GHMC 1.16.010(D).

Section 2. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance should be held to be unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction,
such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any
other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.

Section 3. Copy to Chief of the Washington State Patrol. Pursuant to RCW
70.77.250(4) the City Clerk is directed to send a copy of this ordinance to the Chief of
the Washington State Patrol for his files within ten (10) days after adoption of this
ordinance.

Section 4. Correction of Errors. The City Clerk and codifiers of the ordinance
are authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance including, but not limited
to, the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbering,
section/subsection numbers and any references thereto.

Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force
twelve (12) months after passage.

ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Gig Harbor at a regular meeting thereof,
held this 27th day of June, 2022,

Approved as to form
i

Daniel Kenny W /:J’oshua Stecker, CMC

City Attorney Clty Clerk
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