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TOWN OF GIG HARBOR

ORDINANCE NO_ 23

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AND REGULATING NMUWLCIPAL BLEC-
TIONS IN THE TOWN OF GIG HARBOR, SPECIFYING ELECTIVE OFFICLES,
PROVIDING FOR NOMINATIONS, PROVIDING FOR AND REGULATING THE
HOLDING OF A NOMINATING CAUCUS, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINAN-
CES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, The Washington State Leglslature enacted Chapter
161, Laws of 1949, governling nomination of candidates for slec-
tive office of Towns of the Fourth Class; and

WHEREAS, The Town of Gig Harbor has no ordinance governlng
such matters, and in view of the forthcoming municipal election
to be held the second Tuesday in March, 1950, the enactment of
such an ordlnance is an immediate necesaity,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF GIG HARBOR:

1. A goeneral municipasl election ghall be held in the Town
of Glg Harbor once each year, and auch special elections as may
from time to time be called.

2. All town slections, whether genersl or special, shall

be held on the second Tussday in March of the year in which they
shall be called, provlided, that thls section shall not be construel
as fixing the time for holding elections for the recall of any duly
elscted town official, and crovided further, that whenever in the
opinion of the Town Councll zn emergency exlsts which requires the
holding of a speclisal election, such council may by resolutlon call
a special electlion for the purpose of meeting sald emergency.

3, All elsctions called and held within the Town of Gig Har-
bor shall be conducted in the manner provided by the general elsc-
tlon laws of the State of Washington.

4, Elective offices withln the Town of Glg Harbor shall be
Mayor, Tressurer and Ccuncilman. All other town offlces shall be
filled by appointment by the Mayor or by action of the town coun-

" ¢il, as provided by law and/or the ordinances of the town.

S. No perscn shall be oligible to hold elective offlce with-
in the Town of (Glg Harbor who shall not have continuously resided
within the corporats limits of the town for at least six months
Immediately preceding the date of the election to be held for that
office, and who shall not be a registered voter within the town
at the tlme of his nomination.

6. Nomlnatlons for elective office within the Town of Glg
Harbor shall be made by parity caucus, in the manner hsreinafter
provided, and there shall be no primery elsctions for fthe purpose
of nominating candidates for any elective office of the said town.

7. A Mayor shall be elected each four years for a four year
term, with the next slection for such office safter the effective
date of this ordinance to be held in the year 1951. In the event
of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, the senior councilman in
point of length of continuous service on the town council shell
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act as Mayor pro btempore untll such vacancy shall be fllled, and
such vacancy shall be filled by election of a Mayor for the un-
explred term at the next succeeding general town electlon, pro-
vided, that if such vacancy occurs durlng the final year of the
regular term the Mayor pro tempore shall hold such office until
the expiration of the regular term and until a suoccessor 1s
elected and qualified. Any councilman so actling as Mayor pro
tempore shall retain hls status as councilman.

8. A Treasurer shall be elected sach four years for a four
year term, with the next slection for such office after the ef-
fective date of this ordinance to be held in the year 1951.. In
the event of a vacancy in the office of Treasurer occurring dur-
ing the regular term of that office, the Mayor shall appoint a
qualified person to fill such office until a successor shall
have been elected and qualified, and the unexpired term of such
offlce shall be filled by election of a Treasurer at the next
general town #lectlicon, provided, that if such vacancy occurs dur-
ing the final year of the regular term of asuch office, no elesec-
tion of a sueccessor for the unexpired term shall be hield and the
appolntive Treasurser shall hold such office untll his succeasor
18 slected and qualifled,

9., PFive councilmen shall be elscted for terms of two years
gach, with three such counclilmen being elscted in the even-numbered
vyears and two during the odd-numbered years, In the event of a
vacancy in the offlce of councllman, the Mayor shall appoint a
qualified person to fill such offlce until a sueccessor shall have
been eslected and quaiified, and the unexpired term of such office
shall bse filled by the election of a councilman at the next gen-
sral town slection, provided, that i1f such vacancy occurs during
the final year of the regular term of such office, the person ap-
pointed shall hold such office until the end of the regular term
and until his successor is elected and qualified.

10. All nominations for elective office in the Town of Gig
Harbor snall be made by caucus, to be held wlthin the corporate
1imits of the Town not less than 30 nor more than 60 days prior
to the date of the selection. Notiece of such csucus shall be
given by publication thereof in the offiecial paper of the Town,
or in any nswspaper of gensral clrculation wlthin the Town, once
at least 10 days prior to the date of such caucus, and further
by posting of copies of such notice in at least 3 pudblic places
within the Town, and by such further notice as the Town Clerk
may sse flt to give. Such notice shall state the time and place
at which such caucus will be held, that the purpose thereof is
to nominate persons to be voted upon at the snsuing Town elsction,
shall specify the offices for which nominees shall be chosen, and
shall further state that only gualified voters of the Town may
attend and participate.

11. 8Said caucus shall oe held wlthin the corporate limits
at the Town Hall, or at such other public place ss the Town Clerk
may deslgnate or approve. N¢ casucus shall be held in a private
home . Said caueus shall be held 1ln the evening &t the hour of
8 ofeclock P. M.

12, It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to ecall sald
caucus prlor to any municipsl election reguiring nominations to
be made, and to give the nctice thereof as above provided at the
expenge of the Town.
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13. Sald caucus shall be called to order by the Mayor, who
shall act sas temporary chalrman. In his absence any councllman
may preside, in order of seniority in point of length of service
on the Council. The Town Clerk shall act as Clerk of the caucus.
The first order of business shall be the selsction of a permanent
chairmen, who shall be elected by ballot, ané who shall preslde
throughout the remasindsr of the meeting. The caucus shall then
proceed to nominate for the offices to be filled at the ensulng
election, with names proposed by volce from the floor. In de-
termining the nominee or nominees for each office to be filled,
the three persons recelving the highest number of votes of sald
caucus shell be certified as the nominees for sald office. Each
vacancy in the office of councllman shall be considered a separ-
ate off{ice for the purpose of determining the number of nomlnees
only. Hominees shall be selected upon the basls of the highest
number of votes recelved at said caucus, that is: the person re-
celving the highest number of votes shall be the first nominee,
the person recelving the next highest number of votes shall be
the second nominee, etc., provided that the casucus may nomlnate
only one or two persons 1f that 1s the deslre of the cauwcus, and
provided further, that in the event of a tie for eny such nomina-
tion the caucus shell choose by hallot between them. The Chailr-
man shall appoint ftellers and counters and otherwise arrange the
details of balloting. Robertts Rules of Order shall zovern the
conduct of the caucus in all respechts not hereln provided.

14. UOnly qualified voters of the Town of Gig Harbor may
attend and participate in any caucus, and it shall be the duty
of the Town Clerk to cause each perscon attending said caucus to
sign a register to be maintained by him for that purpose. Any
person persent may challenge the eligibility of any person claim-
ing the right to particlpate, and all such disputes shall be de-
termined by the Town Clerk,

15. Before any person nominated for election within the

Town of Glg Hesrbor shall be cerfified on the ballot he shall ap-
pear before the Town Clerk bhefore the expirstion of seven days
from the holding of sald caucus and flle a declaration of candi-
dacy on a form provided for that purpcse, and shell pay a candi-
dacy fee of §1.00. The name of any person nominated by said caugus
who shall fall to comply with this provision shall not be certi-
fisd by the Town Clerk to the Plercse County elsection hoard for
placement on the ballot.

18, It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to provide sult-
able ballots and ballot boxes, to keep acocurate minutes and re-
corda of the actions of the ceucus and of the ballot count, and
te certify and read the names of the nominess at the next meest-
ing of the Council and to file certiflcates of nomination as
hereinbefore provided in the offlce of the Qounty Auditor not
less than 20 days before the ensuing town zeneral election. It
shall also be his duty, subject to the directions of the Countil,
to prepare the notlce of caucus =nd to cause the same te be pub-
1ished and posted as herein required. He shall make proof of
posting by affldavii which shall be flled with the records of the
Town. In the event of his absence fram the caucus; & elsrk of
the caucus shall be appointed b the temporary chailrman, and cer-
tlificate and minutss of such ¢lerk shall be surfficient basis for
the Town Clerk to file the certificates of nomination with the
County Auditor,

17. If any portion of this ordinance shall be adjucdged
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invalid, such invalidlty shall not affect the poritions which
are not adjudged invalld,

18. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict here-
wlth are hereby repealed insofar as the same gare 1n conflict with
this ordinance or any part thereof.

19, An emergency is hereby declared to exist and this ordi-
nance shall become effective lmmediately upon the pas:cage and
publication thereof in the manner provided by law,

:2; 2%252?/5 AN
4 MAYOR
Attest: MARIE GUSTAFSON

TOWN CLERK

Pessed: Janusry 23, 1950,




