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V I . K K N O . __ J t ' iO RESOLUTION NO. }ll~ll _ _

K E s o u r n o v ! OK T U P : "MOAnn OK H K K C K C O U N T Y CQiviMi .ss iONKR
R K i ' K A E m c . ; [ { K S O l . U T l O N ' ! M o Y H A NO A D O P T I N G THE M N l l - ' O H M
i - ' i K i o COD!-:. \'.M:I E O I T J O K , c o v E U i N G A L L OK T H E U N I N C O R P O U -
A T i u ) A R E A S 0.1-' P ILKCL C O U N T Y A N D C E R T A I N INCORPORATED
A R K A S W H E R E REQUESTED, ^M'n . - lSCKII i lNG R l^GUI .ATI 'OKS GOV-
]- ; j i i \ I . i \ ; ( ^ C O N U I T I O N S U A Z A I t D O U S TO UFl-.: AM) PROPERTY FROM
ETJfLO OR EXPJ.OSION AND } J HOVIDING P10NAI.TIES THEREFOR.

\V 1 T E 1? E A S , the County Commissioners have expressed

their concern with the health and safety of the people of Pierce County

by creat ing a new department entitled, the Pierce County Fire Pre-

ven t ion Bureau; and

W1IE R E-A S , it is the responsibility of the Eire Prevention

Bureau to enforce regulations, and the various codes effecting fire

safety in the unincorporated areas and also in any city which may

choose to participate in the program; and

W II E R E A S , Pierce County has the authority under RCW

36. 43. 010 to adopt standard fire regulations; Now, Therefore,

B E I T R E S O L V E D BY T H E B O A R D O F P I E R C E

C O U N T Y C O M M I S S I O N E R S :

Section 1. Resolution 13679 be and the same is hereby repealed.

Section 2. There is hereby adopted for the purpose of pre-

scribing regulations governing conditions hazardous to life and property

from fire and explosion in all of the unincorporated areas of Pierce

County, and in the incorporated Towns and Cities of the County where

requested and/or agreed to by contract, that certain code known as

the Uniform Eire Code, 1073 edition, a copy of which is attached hereto

as Exhibit A, and the whole thereof, together with all amendments or

additions thereto, save and except such portions as are hereinafter

deleted, modif ied or amended by Sections 4 through 12 of this resolution



C o u n l y A u d i t o r , one (1) copy f i l ed in t h e o f f i ce of the Fire Marsha],

one (1 ) copy f i l e d in the o f f i c e of each eity clerk and one (1) copy

f i l e d in t h e o f f i c e of each. Fire Protection Dis t r i c t within the unin-

corporated a r c c ? of the County. This code1 is hereby adopted and

incorpora ted as Cully as if set out at length herein.

SCKM i_on_ 3. The Uniform Fire Code, 1973 edition, shall apply

and govern oven1 all other such codes in the unincorporated areas of

Pierce County and in the incorporated Towns and Cities of the County

where requested arid/or agreed to by contract.

Section 4. Definitions.

(a) Wherever the word Jurisdiction is used in the

Fire Prevention Code, it shall he held to mean Pierce County.

(b) Wherever the term "Corporation Counsel" is used

in the Fire Prevention Code, it shall "be held to mean the Prosecuting

Attorney for Pierce County.

(c) Wherever the term "The Police Department" or

"Police officers" is used in the Fire Prevention Code, it shall be held

to mean to include the Pierce County Sheriff 's Office.

(d) Wherever reference is made in the Fire Prevention

Code to "inspector" of the Fire Department, or Bureau of Fire Preven-

tion, the same shall mean personnel designated and assigned to perform

the fire inspection functions by the Fire Department Chief of the Fire

Protection District in which the Fire Prevention Code is in force.

(e) Wherever the words "Firechief", "Chief" or "Chief

of the Fire Prevention Bureau" appear in the Fire Prevention Code,

if shall be held to mean "Fire Marshal".



(a) The I / i r e Depar tmen t shrill inves t iga te promptly

the cause, origin and circumstances of each and every fire occurring

in the m i n i c i p a l i i v i n v o l v i n g loss of life or in ju ry to person or destruc-

tion or- damage to property, and if it appears to the members of the

1-ire Department making the invest igat ion that such fire is of suspicious

origin, he shall then take immediate charge of all physical evidence

relating to the cause of the fire and shall pursue the investigation to its

conclusion. The Fire Department shall make a report in writing to the

Fire Marshal of all facts and findings relative to each investigation,

and should it appear during any investigation that a fire is of suspicious

origin he shall not ify the Fire Marshal forthwith.

(b) The Fire Marshal may request and shall assist the

Law Enforcement Agency in its investigations.

B. Section 1. 216 is amended as follows:

Whenever this Code is inapplicable for any reason to any situation

involving the prelection of persons and property from hazards of fire

and explosion, the materials, methods of construction, installations,

practices, or operations necessary to provide such protections shall,

to a reasonable degree, be in accordance with nationally recognized

and accepted standards, principles and tests and generally recognized

and veil established methods of fire prevention and control, as set

forth in publ ica t ions by recognized national authorities and the National



E. A p p e n d i x M B I T is hereby deleted in its entirety.

F. Append ix nE" is hereby deleted in its entirety.

G. Appendix M F M is hereby deleted in its entirety.

Sect km G._ 'E s ta b 1 i s h m en t _o f j -i rn i ts of D i s t r i c: ts in \\' h i c h S to r a g o

of T1 l ammab 1 e or Combust i l /1 e Ijxjuids in Outs ide Aboveground Tanks Is

To Be Prohibited.

(a) The limits referred to in Section 15. 201 of the Uniform

Fire Code in which storage of flammable'or combustible liquids in out-

side aboveground tanks is prohibited, are hereby established and

shall apply to all areas in which the Fire Prevention Code is in force;

provided however, that the Pierce County Chief of the Bureau of Fire

Prevention may issue a special permit for such storage, where there

appeai-s in his judgment to be no undue danger to persons or property

and where such storage would not be in conflict with other Pierce

County Codes.

(b) The limits referred to in Section 15, 601 of the Uniform

Fire Code, in which new bulk plants for flammable or combustible

liquids are prohibited, are hereby established and shall apply to all

areas in which the Fire Prevention Code is in force; provided however,

that the Pierce County Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention may issue

a special permit for such storage, where there appeai-s in his judgment



. k m e f i f'U I Vi r o l c p i T ) ( ^ t s < " > s ) s to Be R e s t r i c t e d .

The l i m i t ; - - r e f e r r ed to in Section 20. 10.r:(a) of the U n i f o r m Fire

Code, i j i v ; h i c h bu lk storage of l i q u e f i e d petroleum gas is restricted,

are hereby esiabl ishcd and shall app ly to all areas in which the Fire

Prevent ion Code is in force; provided however, that the Pierce County

Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevent ion may issue a special permit for

such storage, whore there appears in his judgment to be no undue dan-

ger to persons or proper ty and where such storage would not be in con-

f l i c t w i t h other Pierce County Codes.

Section. 8. E s t a! i l ishmcnt of Limits of Distr icts in Which

Storage of Explosives and_Rlasting A gents Is To EC Prohibited.

The limits referred to in Section 11. 10G(b) of the Uniform

Fire Code, in which storage of explosives and blasting agents is pro-

hibited, arc hereby established and shall apply to all areas in which

the lure Prevention Code is in force; provided however, that the

Pierce County Chief of the Bureau of Fire Prevention may issue a

special permi t for such storage, where there appears in his judgment

to be no undue danger to persons or property and where such storage

would not be in conflict w i th other Pierce County Codes.

Section 9. The Chief of a fire protection district within the

county, acting under the supervision of the Board of Fire Commissioners

in his d i s t r i c t , and in coordination \vith the Bureau of Fire Prevention,

shall perform the dut ies specified in the Fire Prevention Code within

the i d e o g r a p h i c a l boundaries of his particular Mre Protection District



P' J^PlIFiiiHi. \Yhenever the ]Joard of Appeals shall "dis-

a p p r o v e an app l i ca t i on or re fuse io grant a pe rmi t appl ied for, or when

\\ IF c l a i m e d tha t the provis ions of the code do not apply or that the

i r u e "mtonf and m e a n i n g of t h e code have been mi scons t rued or wrong-

f u l l y in te rpre ted , the a p p l i c a n t m^y appeal the decision of the Board of

ays i rorn the date of the dec is ion appealed.

Section 11. Penalt ies.

(a) Any person, who shall violate any of the provisions

of the code hereby adopted or fail to comply therewith, or who shall

violate or fail to comply with any order made thereunder, or who shall

build in violation of any detailed statement of specif icat ions or plans .

submitted and approved thereunder , or any certificate or permit issued

thereunder, and from which no appeal has been taken, or who shall

fail to comply with such an order within the time fixed herein, shall

severally for each and every violation and noncompliance respectively,

be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punish-

able by a fine not to exceed $250 or by imprisonment in the County jail

for 90 days or both. The imposition of a penalty for any such violation

shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue; and all such per-

sons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or defects

within a reasonable time; and when not otherwise specified, each ten

days that prohibi ted conditions are maintained shall consti tute a separate

offense.



R e s o l u t i o n , o r o f t h e Cod" he reby a d o p t e d , a rc 1 hereby repealed.

L : ; ' iJ J/1L1 I'""'- V i !L' c ' ib 'z '"'' ; 'u-1 '1-1 M ^'-i iy sect ion, paragraph, sentence

or wor-d of the R e s o t u t ion or ' of 'he Uni fo rm Fire Code, 1973, hereby

a d o p t e d , be dec lared tor any reason to be inval id, it is the in tent of

the Board of Pierce County Commissioners (.hat it would have pas.sed

all other p o r t i o n s of th is R e s o l u t i o n , and of the Uniform Fire Code, 1973,

hereby adop ted , independent of the e l imina t ion hcrefrom and any such

portion as may be declared invalid, and accordingly, such declaration

of i n v a l i d i t y shall not effect the validity of the ."Resolution as a whole

or any part thereof other than, the part so declared to be invalid.

^££yp_Ll_ilL ^£LiclJ^_Ji!l£clk This resolution shall take effect

and be in force from and after its adoption as required by Law.

PASSED and APPROVED by the Board of Pierce County Com-

missioners this V T H day of M A Y i , 1974.

Approved as to form:

-V-/-/ '
A/_--/.,• V*.

t ,,. ___,.,_ .̂̂ ,̂ A_iL£. ̂ iiî aLfî 1 .̂ •• •

Board ofi^P/erce "tAoffiit\? Commissioners

HOBEHT J. BACKSTl^IN
Chief Civil Deputy




