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17.80.010 Purpose and scope.

A. Purpose. Itis the purpase of this chapter to promate a quality visual environment by establishing reasonable standards for the size, placement, height and maintenance of oul
and advertising. It is further intended to encourage quality design and material composition which create an attraclive community and business climate by implementing the goal:
described in the community design element of the ¢ity's comprehansive plan. Implementing these goals and policies will assure that signage is in harmony with bullding designs
the surrounding areas.

B. Scope. This chapter shall not regulate traffic and directional signs installed by a governmental entity; signs not readable from a public right-of-way or waterway; interior signs [
feet behind a window or opening of a building unless within an enclosed display window; national flags; flags of a political subdivision; legal notices required by law; historic site |
structures intended for a separate use, such as phone boaths; or sign graphics or symbels painted directly onto or flush-mounted magnetically onto a motor vehicle aperating in-
business. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019).

17.80.020 Permits not required.
The following shall not require a sign permit; provided, however, these exemptions shall not be construed as relisving the owner from the responsibility to comply with the provisi
any other law or ordinance:

A. The changing of the advertising copy or message on a lawfully erected readerboard or similar sign specifically designed for the use of replaceable copy:;

B. Repainting or cleaning of a lawfully erected sign and other normal malntenance which does not involve a change of sign color or design, unless a structural or electrical chang
€. Nonilluminated window signs conforming to GHMC 17.80.090(C)(2) and 17,80,100({D)2);

D. Temporary signs on private property canforming to GHMC 17.80,110(B). {Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019).

17.80.030 Definitions.
The following definitions shall apply for the purpose of this code:

1, “Abandoned sign” means a sign that no longer correctly identifies, exhorts or advertises any persen, business, lessor, owner, praduct or activity conducted or available on the
sign is located and which has not been changed or removed within 180 days of a tenancy change; or a sign which is damaged, in disrepair, or vandalized and not repaired withir:
damaging event.

2. "Adverfising copy” includes any sign graphics, background colors, logos or trademarks which identify or promote the sign user or any product or service; or which provide infor
user, the building or the products or services available.

3. “Awning” means a shelter projecting from and supported by a structure or buiiding wall and constructed of a rigid supporting framework and a flexible or nanrigid covering.
4. *Awning sign™ means a sign applied to or incorporated into the covering of an awning.
5. "Building” means a roofed and walled structure built for permanent use.

6. “Cabinet sign” means an internally iluminated sign in which a rerovable sign face (usually with transiucent sign graphics) is enclosed on all edges by a metal cabinet. A cabir
sided,

7. “Director” means the city's community development department director, or the director's designee, who shall be authorized to administer and enforce all of the provisions of i
B. District, Sign.

a. "Area 1° includes those properties situated in PCD-C and PCD-BP districts and all B-2 districts except the B-2 district In the vicinity of the Burnham Drive/Harborview Drlv
districts except C-1 districts in the height resiriction area.

b. “Area 2" includes all propertles not defined under Area 1.

9. “Double-faced sign” means a sign that has advertising copy on opposite sides of a single display surface or sign structure.
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10. *Electric sign” means a sign or sign struclure in which electrical wiring, connections and/or fixtures are used as part of the sign proper.
11. “Electronic sign” means a sign designed to allow changes in the sign graphics electronically.

12. "Event” means a current or planned activity or occurrence which involves a gathering of people or solicits their participation. In this context, an event does not include the cor
holiday.

13. "Facade” means the entire building front or street wall face of a building extending from the grade of the building to the top of the parapet or eaves and the entire width of the

14. *Flashing sign" means a sign or a portion thereof which changes light intenslty or switches on and off in a constant, random or irregular pattern or containg motion or the optic
use of eleclrical energy. Changing message centers shall not be considered flashing signs.

15, “Freestanding sign” means a sign supported by a pole(s) or mounted on a sign base and hot connected to or supported by any other structure.

16, Freeway Interchange Area. The freeway interchange of State Route 16 {SR-16) Is llustrated on Exhibit 1, altached to Ordinance No. 788 and available in the city clerk’s offic
where signage may ba arlented to SR-16, subject to the provisions of GHMC 17.80,060{1}.

17. “Frontage” means the linear distance of property along a street or highway.

18. “Holiday” includes all state holidays as defined under RCW 1.16.050, except Sunday.

19. “Internal illumination™ means a source of lighting concealed entirely within a sign which makes sign graphics visible by transmitting light through a translucent or semi-transiu
20, “Landscaping” means the planned use of irees, shrubs and other living plant materials used in conjunction with a sign and ather decorative features.

21. "Logo” means an Identifying emblem or insignia containing sign graphles, symbols or colors typically used for identification and/or advertisement.

22. “Logo shield” means a logo contained within an area no greater than four square feet, incorporated into a larger slgn face or designed as an individual sign or a component o
individually mounted sign graphics.

23, “Mansard roof” means a sloped roof or roof-fike facade architecturally able to be treated as a building wall.

24, "Marguee” means a permanent structure attached to, supported by and projecting from a building and providing protection from the weather elements, but does notinclude a
purposes of this chapter, a freestanding permanent roof-like structure providing protection from the slements, such as a sarvice station gas pump island, will also be considered .
includes canopies.

25. “Neon lighting” means illuminated tubing forming sign graphics or which is otherwise used as an exposed lighting source. For the purpose of this chapter the term "naon” will
generic tarm for this type of lighting regardless of the type of flusrescing gas or material contained within the tubing.

26. *Neon sign” means neon lighting used to draw aftention in any manner, inciuding (but not limited to) neon sign graphics, logos or outlining of a building's architectural feature:

27. *Nonresidential temporary sign area” means the area within the public right-of-way Immediately adjacent to the public institutional {P1), downtown business (DB}, neighborhe:
general business {B-2), commercial {C-1), residentlal and business 1 and 2 (RB-1 and RB-2), planned community development commerclal (PCD-C), employment (ED}, waterfrc
waterfront Millville (W), planned community business park (PCD-BP}, and the planned community development neighberhocd businass (PCD-NB) zoning districts.

28, “Pan-channel” means a sign graphic that is constructed of a three-sided metal channel, usually having a light source contained within the channel. The open side may face ir
silhouette lighting, or it may face outward ta allow full fllumination. The open side of the channel may be enclosed with a translucent material.

29. “Portable sign” means a freestanding sign made of any materlal, which by its deslgn is readily movahle and is not psrmanently affixed to the ground.
30. “Portal sign’ means a sign that spans fhe entrance onto a dock or pier owned and aperated by the city of Gig Harbor.
31. “Projecting sign” means a sign which s attached to and projects more than one foot from a structure, building face or marguee.

42 *Public event” means an event held no more than once a year by an indlvidual sponsor, business or agency, and which is on a site normally assoclated with actlvities or uses
and which does not represent or promote a use, product or service normally assoclated with the site of the event. Special sales or promotlons of products or services commenly
which are readily available at a permanent outlet or site within the city, do not represent public events.

33. “Readerboard” means a slgn face designed to hold readily changeable sign graphlcs allowing frequent changes of copy.

4. “Residential temporary sign area® means the area within the public right-of-way immediately adjacent to the single-family residential (R-1), planned community develapment |
{RLD}, medium density residential (R-2), planned community deveiopment medium density residentlal (RMD), multiple-family residential (R-3), and waterfront residentlal (¥R) z«

36, “Returns” are the exposed sides of pan-channel sign graphics and cabinet signs.

36. “Revolving sign” means a sign which rotates or turns in a circular pattern.

37. *Roof sign* means a sign supported by and erected on and above a roof, parapet or fascia of a building or structure {shall not Include a sign erected on the face of a mansar
36. “Sandwich board/sidewalk sign” means a portable sign consisting of two sign faces hinged at the top and separated at the bottorn to make it selfstanding.

30, “Seasonal decorations” means temporary decorations for holidays which do not fall under the definition of a sign and which are ingtalled no soaner than 30 days before a hol
|ater than five days after the holiday. Decorations which fall under the definition of a sign must conform to all provisions of the sign code,

40. “Sign” means:

a. Any visual communication device, structure, or fixture which is visible from any public right-of-way or waterway placed for the promotion of products, goods, services, eve
building, using sign graphics or trademarks; or

b. Steel, plastic or similar panels displaying corporate colors, logos or rademarks and as are corman on corporate signature buildings o give identity to the businass (corp
conform to the city's design manual requiremants for color shall be excluded from this definition of a sign); or

¢. Inflatable figures, balloons (in a display of six or more), festoons, streamers, spinners, product representations and advertisements for services which are attached to a fi
vehicle.
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41."Sign area” means the entire area of a sign on which adverlising copy, logos, irademarks, and business or corporate colors ars to be placed. Sign structures and associated
embedllishments, framework and decorative features which contain no written or advertising copy, which are not iluminated, and which contain no logos or trademarks shall not b
shall be calculated by measuring the area of the smallest rectangle, circle, triangle or parallelogram that can be drawn around all parts of the sign from the viewpoint exposing th
area, including the sign face background, and including all spaces and voids between or within letters o symbols which comprise a single word, statement, description, title, bus
symbol or message. Sign supporting structures which are part of the sign display shall be included in the area of calculation.

42, “Sign graphics” include all lines, strokes, text, symbols and logo shields applied to a sigh surface and do not include the background surface to which they are applied.

43, "Silhouette lighting,” sometimes called “halo lighting,” means lighting being emitted from the back side of a pan-channel sign graphlc which has the open side of the channel 1
face it is mounted to, thereby silhouetting the sign graphics.

44 “Temporary sign” means any sign or adverfising display constructed of cloth, canvas, light fabric, paper, cardboard or other light materials, with or without frames, Intended to
limited time only and not permanently attached to a building or site.

45, *Trim caps” are the comer trim pieces holding the translucent materials or sign faces on panchannel sign graphics and cabinet signs.

46, “Underlying property owner” means the individual or entity with legal tifle to a piece of property whers the boundaries of that property include within it the location at issue des
easement on top of the land.

47, “Wall graphics” means a wall sign of which color and form are part of an overall design on the building.

48. “Wall plane” includes that portion of a facade which is contained on one general plane, If there is a shift in the facade, forward or back, a new plane is created. A single wall
windows and doors, but it is generally a solid surface. The fascia of projecting porches or colonnades may be considered part of the wall plane the porch or colonnade projecis fi
signage area.

489, “Wall sign” means a sign attached or erected parallel to and extending hot more than one foot from the facade or face of any building to which It |s attached and supported th
length, with the exposad face of the sign parallel to the plane of said wall or facade. Signs incorporated into mansard roofs, marquees or canopies shall be Ireated as a wall sign

50. “Window sign” means a sign that is mounted on, painted on or attached to @ window, or is placed within three feet of the inside of a window or apening, or is within an enclos:
the display area in ihe window is separated from the main floor area by a wall, curtain or screen), {Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019},

17.80.040 Permit procedures.
The following regulations shall apply to all signs except for temporary signs defined under GHMC 17.£0,030{44} and in conformance with GHMC 17.80.110:

A. Permit Requirements. Signs located on public rights-of-way must conform fo all provisions of this chapter, except that such signs are exempt from the permit requirements of {
be processed and administered as per Chapter 12.02 GHMC. Ne sign shall be installed, constructed, painted, structurally altered, posted or applied without first obtaining a sign
director, except as allowed under the provisions of GHMC 17,80.020 or otherwise exempted by this chapler. A separate permit shall be required for each group of signs installed
single supporting struclure. Thereafter, each additional sign erected on the structure must have a separate pemit.

B. Permit Application. A complete application for a sign permit shall consist of:
1. Two site plans showing the location of the affected lot, building(s) and sign(s), showing both existing and proposed signs;

2. Two copies of a scaled drawing of the proposed sign or sign revision including size, height, copy, structural footing details, material specifications, method of attachrment,
end views of marguess, calculation for dead load and wind pressurs, photograph of site and building marked to show where sign or marquee i proposed, and any other inf
ensure compliance with appropriate laws;

3. Written consent of the sign owner and the owner of the building, structure, or property where the slgn is to be erected;
4. A permit fee as adopted by resolution of the city council;

5. Documenitation demonstrating that the sign installer has a valid Washington State contractor's license when a sign requlres a building permit unless the sign is being Inst
the sign;

6. Exemptions. The director may waive submission of plans and specifications when the structural aspect is of minor importance.
C. Permit Processing Requirements. A sign permit shali be pracessed according to the procedures in GHMC Title 18 and is a Type | permit application. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019).

17.80.050 Variances and administrative waivers.

A. Variances. A variance may be requested from any requirement in this chapter, with the exception of the requirements described in subsection B of this section, Admiristrative
Restrictions. The variancs shall be processed as a Type |l application, and the variance criteria described in the zoning code (GHMC 17.66,030} shall not be used to delermine
may be granted. A variance may be approved if all of the following criteria are satisfied:

1. The granting of the variance would not be materlally detrimental to the property owners in the vicinity and the variance sought is of minimum sign size, height, and scope
and needs of the applicant; and

2. The granting of the variance would not be contrary to the objectives of this chapter; and
3. The signage of the property in question cannot be adequately met under the literal interpretation and strict application of the chapter; and
4, The granting of the variance is necessary because of special circumstances relating to property location, topagraphy, shape and size, site distance and limited view to pr

B. Administrative Waiver — Design Restrictions. Restrictions pertaining to the location of a sign within architectural features of a building or to color of ilumination as required in C
and 17,80,100(A) and (C)(2) shall be observed unless a walver is granted by the director. Waivers may be granted by the director upon a clear demenstration that all of the follov

1. The proposed sign design is consistent with the city’s design manual;
2. The bullding for which the walver is requested lacks usable wall andfor fascla space commen to newer buildings;
3. If colored iflumination other than white or ivory is desired in Area 2, the proposed sign is not visible from residential property within 200 feet of the parcel the sign is locate

4. All reasonable alternative locations for signage have been explored by the applicant. {Ord. 1427 § 3,2019).
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17.20.060 General regulations.

A. Motion Signs Prohibited. No sign or any part of a sign shall be designed or constructed to be moving by any means, and shall not contain items such as banners, ribbons, stre
spinners. These devices, when not part of any sign, are also prohibited. Limited use of thematic fiags, banners and pennants which are complementary to a specific location or s
permitted upon approval of the director. This waiver is not intended to permit the use of numerous types of devices which as a result of wind pressure may move to a point of attr
vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

B. Exposed Sign Supports. Exposed braces and angle itons are prohibited unless they are a decorative element in the sign structure (.9., wrought iron "S" curve braces} or unle
practical means of supporting the sign.

C. Flashing Signe. No sign shall have blinking, flashing, fluttering or moving lights or other Illuminating device which has a changing light intensity or color.

D. International Building Code Compliance. The structure and installation of all signs shall comply with the latest adopted edition of the city's building code. Such sign shall meet
provisions of this chapter.

E. Maintanance Required. Al signs, together with all of their supports, braces, guys and anchors, shall be maintained in good repair and in a safe, neal, clean and atiractive com
F. llumination Restrictions.
1. Externally liluminated Signs. Signs may be extemnally illuminated and shall conform to the city's deslgn manual standards for lighting.
3. Internal llumination and Neon. Internally iluminated signs shall conform to the following:
a. Indlvidual Pan-Channel Sign Graphlcs and Emblems. Sign graphics and emblems (e.g., fully Niuminated logs shields) shall not exceed 21 inches in height.

b. individual Sign Graphics Using “Halo” or “Silhouette” Lighting. Sign graphic height shall not be restrictad on opaque sign graphics using *halo” or “silhoustte” lighting
reflected off the surface to which the sign graphics are mounted.

¢. Internal lllumination and Neon Lighting. All sign graphics which are internally illuminated, or illuminated with neon tubing, are limited to no more than 21 inches in hei
flluminated cutiines and borders may extend to the helght of the sign face. Only text and graphics may be internally iluminated; the sign face must remaln opaque, and
seams to avoid fight leaks. However, design allowances for illuminated sign faces may be approved by the design review board (DRB} under the provisions of GHMC 1
conforms to all of the following criteria:

1. lumination may be the minimum required to reveal the background color, but no brighter.
. Color of the sign face shall be limiled to the darker values which diminish glare. Intensity shall be duli or weak.
d. internally liluminated Awning Signs. Awning materials must be totally opaque. Only the sign graphics on an awning may be translucent.

G. Abandoned Signs. Abandoned signs shall be remaved by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign Is located after the buslness or service advertised 15 no lor
premises.

H. Color and Material Restrlctions. Reflective materials, brilliant luminescent or flucrescent colors shall be permitied for sign graphics and one logo shield per sign face only and
the background, field, or surface to which graphics or fogo shields are applied. Materials which give the appearance of changing color or of movement are prohibited.

I. SR-16 Sign Orientation. Signage shall not be oriented for SR-16 visibility, except as follows:
1. Signage for existing establishments may be oriented te the road or parking lot providing primary access to the customer entrance.

2. Wall signage may be oriented toward designated freeway interchange areas as defined on Exhlbit 1, attached to Ordinance Na. 788 and available in the city clerk’s offlce
scresning or buffering requirements specified in the city's design manual or zohing code are in compliance on the subject site; and provided, that no more than one sign is
interchange for any one business.

J. Wall Graphics. There are no restrictions on wall graphics except as regulated by the city's design manual for color; providad, that they do not constitute advertising of a busine
event nomally subject to the provisions for painted signs. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019}

17.80.070 Master sign plans.
Before a sign permit ean be issued for any commercial multi-tenant building, a master sign plan shall ba developed and approved by the city. Individual buildings on a single site
master sign plans.

A. Required Contents of Master Sign Plans. Master sign plans shall indicate the amount and location of signage allocated to each tenant space. In addition, master sign plans st
followlng list of sign types which sign types are permitted on each building:

1. Individual pan-channel sign graphics — internally illuminated;

2. Individual sign graphics — silhouette lighting;

3. Individual cut-out sign graphics — no internal light source (e.g., wood, foam, brass};
4, Cabinet signs;

5, Sandblasted or carved wood signs;

8. Flat wood signs with hand-painted or vinyl graphics;

7. Neon signs;

8. Awning signs;

9. Fabric signs (e.g., banners);

10. Combination signs — signs which incorporate multiple sign types into one single sign in a specified or predetermined fashlon (e.g., individual pan-channel sign graphics -
Internally iluminated logo shields or reader lines; cabinet signs with neon mounted to the sign face; wood carved signs combined with metal cut-out sign graphics);
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11, Other. The director may approve other sign types which have specific and unique design characteristics which are visually distinct from other sign types described herai
concrete formed signs, etc.).

B. Design Limitations. No more than one sign type may be used on any ane building, except that up to two sign fypes plus one combination sign (as described in the above list) ¢
single building; provided, that no more than one sign type is used on any single wall plane; and provided, that the separate sign types used on one building have at least two of t
elements in commeon with each other:

1. Gommon colors on the background or text;

2. Commen letteting style;

3. Commen size (e.9., a specified height common to each sign);
4, Common materials.

C. Sign Structure Color Requirements. Regardless of whether one or three sign types are specified, all sign cabinets, trir caps, returns and all sign supports such as poles and |
common color,

D. Approval Process. Sign plans shall be approved through the site plan review process except that existing buildings may have sign plans approved administratively by the dire
owner's designees, of all existing multi<enant projects or bulldings shali submit a master sign plan prior fo issuance of any new sign permits for said buildings. The director may .
plan prepared by an owner or owner's designee.

E. Amendment Procedures. Master sign plans shall be amended no more than once every five years, excepl that a plan may be amended more frequently if all signs approved u
master sign plan are in conformance, or are brought into conformance, with the provisions of the amended sign plan. {Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019).

17.80.080 Sign districts.
Two sign districts are created as defined under GHMC 17,80,030(8). The requirements of this chapter shall be applied to signs in both districts excapt for the special requiremen
signs located In each of the two districts; and except for temporary signs defined under GHMC 17.80,030(44) and in conformance with GHMC 17.80,110. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019).

47.80.090 Sign standards for Area 1.
In addition to other applicable requirements of this chapter, signs located in Area 1 shall conform to the following:

A. Freestanding Signs,

1. Height Measurement. Freestanding signs shall be measured from the highast point of the sign to the finished grade at the base of the sign support. Finished grade shali |
appraved through the site ptan review process and shall not be increased for purposes of increasing overali sign height.

2. Helght Standards. Freestanding ground signs shall not exceed eight feet in helght.
3. Claarance Standards. Freestanding signs which abut the edge of 2 sidewalk shall have a maximum clearance of 27 inches,

4. Maximum Sign Area. Fifty square feet for a single side or 100 square feet total on all sides, not to exceed 50 square feet on any one side, or one square foot of sign area
frontage the sign is located on, whichaver is less.

5. Location. Freestanding slgns may not be located on public property. The placement of freestanding signs shall be in such a fashion and location as to not obstruct the vie
property owners.

6. Danslty. One freestanding sigh shall be permitted on each street frontage of property on which the business is located, Sites on a comner of two public streets may have ¢
Instead of a sign for each frontage, subject to approval by the public works director. Commercial propariies with more than 1,000 feet of continuous street frontage and with
entrance may install a freestanding sign at each entrance; provided, that no single sign exceeds the maximum sign area described under subsection {A)(d) of this section. \
on more than one street, each frontage is treated independently.

7. Landscaping. Freestanding signs must be landscaped around the basa of the sign.

a. Each gign shall have a landscaped area twice the size of the sign area. The landscaping and sign base shall be protected from vehicles by a six-inch-high curb {or e
faet from the slgn base.

b. Landscaping shall be installed in the planting season closest to the date of the sign permit issuance. Slgns installed after the planting season shall be landscaped by
following planting season.

c. These requirements may be walved by the director if the sign is located in an area that Is part of an approved overall site landscape plan.
8. One sign placed per vehicular entrance is allowed without a permit, shall be no larger than four square feet per side, and no taller than three feet in height as measurad f
B. Wall Mounted Signs.

1. Total Area. Painted or attached signs on any wall shall not exceed three percent of the wall plane the sign is mounted 1o, except that signage covering up to 10 perceni o
allowed [f the wall plane conforms to all solidivold ratio requirements specified in the city's design manual, and if all on-premises yards on the side of the building the sign fa
landscaping provisions of the city's design manual and of Chapter 17.78 GHMC. In no case may a single sign exceed 100 square fest.

2. Architectural Details. Signs may not cover ot ebscure Important architectural details of a building such as stair railings, turnings, windows, doors, decorative louvers, or si
infended to be decorative features of a building design. Signs must appear to be a secondary and complementary feature of the building facade. Wall signs must be locatec
sign bands or other blank spaces which visually frame the sign. Blank wall sections above or between windows and doors, for example, may provide an effective location fc
hanging betwesn pillars and archways may also be an effective design solution. However, to avoid a “maxed out" appearance, signs shall be no larger than 70 percent of th
blank wall space or fascia the sign is mounted to so as fo leave reveal on all sides of the sign and to maintain an appropriate balance between the sign and wall. For examg
door and window which is 30 inches wide may have a sign which is 21 inches wide.

3. Height Restriction. Wall signs shall not project above roof lines or fascla boards.

C. Window Signs.
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1. lluminated Window Signs. llluminated window signs shall conform to the total wall sign area standards in subsection B of this section and shall conform with all master si

in GHMC 17.80.070.

2. Nenilluminated Window Signs. Nonilluminated window signs are allowed in addition to the standards in subsection B of this section; provided, that they do not exceed 50
window size (i.e., the window size as specified by the manufacturer). Additionally, nonilluminated window signs are not required to conform to the design standerds of mask

D. Projecting Signs.

1. Surface Area. Projecting signs are limited to 32 square feet total both sides. Projecting sign area shall be deducted fram the allowable wall signage determined under sul
section.

2. Clearance Requiremenis. All projecting signs must be at least eight feet above sidewalks and walkways and 15 feet above vehicular ways.
3. Maximum Projection. Projecting signs shall have a maximum width of three feet with a maximum elearance of six inches from the building wall.

4, Design Restriction. Projecting signs may not be cabinei-type signs and may not be intemally illuminated. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019).

17.80.100 Sign standards for Area 2.
The following sign siandards shall apply:

A llumination. When illumination is desired in Area 2, the city encourages use of external light sources subject to the provisions of GHMC 17.80,060(F)(1). Internal ilumination i
subjact to the provisions of GHMC 17.80.060(F)(2). Internally iluminated sign graphics are limited to white or ivory colors if the propesed sign is visible from residential property 1
parcel the sign is located on.

B. Freestanding Signs.

1. Height Measurement. Freestanding signs shall be measured from the highest point of the sign to the finished grade at the base of the sign support.

Finished grade shall be the final grade approved through the site plan review process and shall not be increased for purposes of increasing overall sign height.
2. Height Standards. Fraestanding ground signs shalt not excead six feet in height.

3. Clearance Standards, Freestanding signs which abut the edge of a sidewalk shall have a maximum clearance of 27 Inches.

4, Maximum Sign Area, Twenty-four square feet for a single side or 48 square faet total on all sides. I a carved or sandblasted wooden sign is used, freestanding signs ma:
a single side or 60 square feet total on all sides.

5. Location. Fraestanding signs may nat be located on public property. The placement of freestanding signs shall be in such a fashion and location as to not obstruct the vie
property owners.

6. Density. Freestanding signs shall be limited to the following number and locations:

a. Nenresidential Use. One freestanding sign shall be permitted on each street frontage of property. Sites on a comer of two publlc streets may have one sign on the ot
for each frontage, subject to approval by the public works director. Properties with more than 1,000 feet of continuous street frontage and with more than one entrance
fresstanding sign at each enfrance; provided, that no single sign exceeds the maximum sign area described under subsection (B){4) of this section, Where there Is fror
street, each frontage is treated independently.

b. Residentlal Use. One freestanding sign is permitted at each entrance to a residential neighborhood.
7. Landscaping. Freestanding signs must be landscaped around the base of the sign.

a. Each sign shall have a landsceped atea twice the size of the sign area. If a carved or sandblasted wooden sign is used, landscaping may be reduced by 50 percent
landscaping, or by 75 percent if landscaping is contained in & raised planter around the basa of the sign. Raised planters must be at least 18 inches high. Planter and ¢
be installed within 30 days of sign instaliation. The landscaping, sign base or planter shall be protected from vehicles by a six-inch-high curb stop or sidewalk edge at le
planter base.

b. Landscaping shall be installed in the planting season closest to ihe date of the sign permit issuance. Signs installed after the planting season shall be landscaped by
following planting season.

¢. These requirements may be waived if the sign is located in an area that is part of an approved overall site landscape plan.

8. One sign placed per vehicular entrance is allowed without a permit, shall be no larger than four square feet per side, and no taller than three feetin helght as measured f

C. Wall Mounted Signs.

1. Total Sign Area.

a. Allowed Signage per Wall Plane. Total allowed signage in Area 2 shall not exceed three percent of the wall plane the sign is mounted to, except that sighage coverin
5 wall plane is allowed if the wall plane conforms to ail solld/void ratlo requirements specified in the city’s design manual, and if all on-premises yards on the sida of the
conform to all landscaping provisions of the city's design manual and of Chapter 17.78 GHMC.

b. Individual Sign Size. No single wall sign shall exceed 50 square feet.
¢. Increased Size Option. If a carved or sandblasted wooden sign 18 used, the sign slze may be increased by 20 percent of its underlying allowable sign area.
d. Size Restriction. Wall signs must meet the 70 percent space coverage allowances described under the surface coverage requirsments in subsection {C)(2) of this se

2. Architectural Details. Slans may not cover or ebscure important architectural details of a building; they should appear to be a secondary and complementary feature: of th
signs must be located within architectural sign bands or other blank spaces which visually frame the sign. Blank wall sections above or between windows and doors, for ex:
effective location for signage. However, to aveid a "maxed out" appearance, signs shall be no larger than 70 percent of the width or height of the blank wall space or fascia -
50 as o leave reveal on all sides of the sign and to maintain an approptiate balance batween the sign and wall. For example, a pillar between a door and window which is
have a sign which is 21 inches wide.
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3. Height Restriction. Wall signs shall not project above roof ines or fascia boards.

D. Window Signs.

1. lluminated Window Signs. lluminated window signs shall conform to the total wall sign area standards in subsection (C}{1) of this section and shall conform with all mas!
requirements in GHMG 17.80.070.

2. Nonilluminated Window Signs. Nonilluminated window signs are allowed in addition to the standards in subsection {C)}{1) of this section; provided, that they do not excee
nominal window size (.e., the window size as specified by the manufacturer), Additionaily, nonilluminated window signs are not required to conform to the design standards

E, Projecting Signs.

1. Surface Area. Projecting signs in Area 2 are limited to 32 square feet total for both sides. Projecting sign area shall be deducted from the allowable wall signage determir
(C)(1} of this section,

2. Clearance Requirements. All projecting signs must be at least elght feet above sidewalks and walkways and 15 feet above vehleular ways.
3. Maximum Projection. Projecting signs shall have a maximum width of thres faet with a maximum clearance of six inches from the building wall.

4. Design Restriction. Projecting signs may not be cabinet-type signs and may hot be internally illuminated.

F. Portal Sign. One portal sign shall be allowed for each city-owned dock or pier. Portal signs shall be limited in height to 12 feet and a sign face area of 32 square feet per side. |
allowed in addition to any other signs permitted on the property. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 2019).

17.80.110 Temporary signs.
A. Temporary Signs in Publlc Right-of-Way.

1. Location. Temparary signs are prohibited from being placed within: roundabouts; medians; shoulders; travel lanes; and areas of the public right-of-way that are not acces
pedestrian walking path. Signs shall be no further away than 100 feet from the intersection. Placement of temporary slgns shall only be permitted in areas identifled on the «
for temporary signs in the right-of-way as updated and maintained by the director. Temporary signs shall not be located in rights-of-way adjacent to city facilities or parks, or
owned facilities and properties.

a. In addition to the standards above, temparary slgns in the area on Harbarview Drive from Soundview Drive to Rosedale Street, and on North Harborview Drive from
Peacock Hill Drive, are authorized to exceed the 100 feet from the intersection requirement, and these temporary signs shall obtain an encroachment permit in additior
in subsection {A)(3} of this section.

2. Safety. All temporary signs shall be placed in a manner that is safe for all users of the public right-of-way. Temporary signs shall not block access to structures, parked cs
sight distance views at corners, intersections, or block pedestrian walking paths. No temporary sign shall mimic, or be attached to, official roadway signage (stop signs, yiel

3. Permitting. All temporary signs shall have an approved city permit attached to the sign face. Permits can be acquired online at the city of Gig Harbor website, or in persor
ne cost. Permits are valid for 30 days at a time. All signs with expired permits or no permnit attached will be removed.

4. Temporary sighs in a residential temporary sign area are limited in size to four square fest per side, no more than eight square feet total and shall not exceed three fest ir
ground wheh displayed.

5. Temporary signs in a nonresidential temporary sign area are limited In size to six square feet per side, no more than 12 square fest fotal and shall not exceed three feet il
ground when displayed.

6. No sign shall obstruct or impair access to a public sidewalk, public or private street or driveway, traffic control sign, bus stop, fire hydrant, banch, or any type of street furr
create a hazard, including a tripping hazard.

7. Temporary signs shall only be placed in the right-of-way If the sign owner has permission from the underlying praperfy owner. Owners may remove signs without notice,

8, All signs placed or erscted that do not mest the regulations will be removed without notice.

B. Temporary Signs on Private Property.

1. All signs placed on private property shall have owner’s consent. Owners may remove signs without notice.
2. Temporary signs on private property do not require a permit.
3. Temporary signs in a residential temporary sigh area shall not exceed six feet in height from the ground when displayed and shall be limited as follows:

a. For nonresidential uses, ne more than one sign visible from the public right-of-way per tenant space is allowed. The sign is fimited in size to six square feet per side,
square feet in total.

b. For residential uses, no more than four signs visible from the public right-of-way per lot are allowed, The total size of ali signs combined is limited to six square feet; i
sided signs, 12 square feet is allowed.

4. Temporary signs in a nonresidential temporary sign area shall not exceed three fest in height from the ground when displayed and shail be limited as follows:

a. For nonresidential uses, no more than one sign vislble from the public right-of-way per tenant space s allowed. The sign is limited In size to six square Teet per side,
square feet in fotal. Cne temporary banner attached to the exterior of the business for which it applies is additionally aflowed and shall be imited to 20 square feet in sk
displayed for a total of no more than 60 cumulative days per calendar year.

b. For residential uses, no more than four signs visible from the public right-of-way per lot are allowed. The total size of afl signs combined is limited to six square feet; i
sided signs, 12 square fest is allowed.

5. Signs over the size or height standards are considered a permanent sign and shall be permitted under GHMC 17.80.080 or 17,80.100

6. No sign shall obstruct or impair access to a public sidewalk, public or private street or driveway, traffic control sign, bus stop, fire hydrant, bench, or any type of street furr
create a hazard, including @ tripping hazard. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 2018).
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17.80.120 Prohibited signs.
The following signs are prohibited:

A. Signs which by coloring, shape, wording or location resemble or conflict with traffic-control signs or devices;

B. Signs which the director of public works determines to be a safety hazard for pedestrian or vehicular traffic. Such signs may be remaved if they already exist;
C. Flashing signs or lights;

D. Signs or parts of signs which revolve or otherwise have mechanical or motorized motion;

E. Portable signs exceeding six square feet each side;

F. Signs attached to or placed on a vehicle or trailer parked on public or private property; provided, however, this provision shall not be construed as prohibitirg the identification
on a vehicle aperating during the normal course of business. Franchised buses and texis are exempt from this provision;

G. Any sign affixed to or painted on trees, rocks or other natural features or ufility poles;
H. Roof signs;

1. Electronic signs;

J. Signs not meeting the requirements of this chapter. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 201 9).

17.80.130 Nonconforming signs.
A. A sign is legally nonconforming if it is out of conformance with this code, and:

1. The sign was lawfully erected in compliance with the applicable sign ordinance of the city or county which was effective at the time of sign installation, and a valid permit
2. The sign was erected prior to January 1, 1982,
B. A sign must be brought into compliance with the requirements of this code unless it conforms to subsection A of this section.

C. Changes to the sign face and sign graphics may be made to a legally nonconforming sign except that such changes must conform to this code as to colors, sign graphics, ma
illumination. A permit for such changes must be obtalned.

D. A legal noncanfarming sign shall be brought into compliance with this chapter or shall be removed if:
1. The sign is abandoned;

2. The sign is damaged in excess of 50 percent of its replacement value, unless said destruction is the resuit of vandalism or intentional destruction or removal by someone
sign owner,;

3. The owner seeks to change the sign structure supporting, holding, or surrounding the sign, other than mingr maintenance or repair;

4. The tenant space(s) to which the sign applies is undergolng an expansion or renavatlon which increases the size of the tenant space floor area or slte coverage area by .
unless the sign is brought into conformance under the provisions of subsection E of this section;

5. The building to which the sign applies Is demolished.

E. An owner of a nonconforming sign may, under the provisions of GHMC 17.80,140, request the design review board {DRB} to approve a design allowance deeming the sign co
makes all findings of fact specified for the following sign types:

1. Signs Attached to Buildings.

a. The sign is not a dominant feature on a blank wall but Is positioned within architectural features of a building specifically designed and intended for signage, such as
or fascias, or is positioned between other architectural features such as doors, windows or projections which provide architectural relief and detailing.

b. The sign is smaller than the architectural space the sign fits within so as to leave wall reveal around all sides of the sign.
c. The sign face conforms to all restrictions on background illumination and sign color.
d. The sign is consistent with the intent and general scope of the sign cote and design manual standards.

2. Freestanding Signs.

a. The sign has design features which reflact design slements of surrounding structures, or the sign is incorporated into a landscaped area with large and mature planti
backdrop to the sign and which are at least as tall as the sign.

b. The sign has the characteristics of a monument sign rather than pole sign (e.g., the base of the sign support whers it meets the ground is at least as wide as the si
¢. The sign is consistent with the intent and general scope of the city's sign code and design manual standards. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 2018).

17.80.140 Design revlew board approval.
Those sections of this chapter which require a determination by the design review board for a design allowance shall be processed in accordance with the procedures for a desig

recomnmendation (GHMC 17.98,055). {Ord. 1427 § 3, 2018},

17.80.150 Liabllity.

This chapter shall not be construed ta relieve from or lessen the responsiblllty of any persah owning, building, altering, constructing, or removing any sign for damages to anyons
gither in person or property by any defect or action therain, ner shall the city, or any agent thereof, be held as assuming such liability by reasen of parmit or inspection authorized
of inspection Issued by the city or any of its agents. (Ord. 1427 § 3, 201 9).
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Prior legisiation: Ord. 1379, adopting interim sign regulations and repealing Ch. 17.80, including Ords. 532, 558, 585, 691, 768, 847, 1192 and 1203, and portions of Ords. 664, 1194, 1197,
1379's interim sigh regulations were extended by Ords. 1396 and 1414,
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